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HIGHWAY 17 PROJECT
Town votes
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to condemn

2 properties

BY PRENTISS FINDLAY
The Post and Courier

MOUNT PLEASANT — Town
Council voted Tuesday night to exer-
cise its power of eminent domain to
acquire property where a pharmacy
and bankare located in order to build
a major road project.

The commercial real estate is needed
for the town’s planned U.S. Highway 17
overpass that would connect Interstate
526 and Hungryneck Boulevard.

Council took the action against the
owners of CVS/pharmacy and the Na-
tional Bank of South Carolina, both
of which are located on U.S. 17 at the
boulevard.

The vote happened without discus-

sion after a closed-door executive
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session to receive legal advice
regarding obtaining ownership
of the two properties.
Afterward, Brad Morrison,
director of the town Depart--
ment of Transportation, said
in an interview that CVS is on
1.2 acres and NBSC is on 0.84

- acres of land. Morrison saidhe |
could notdiscuss appraisals for |

the properties.

“Until it’s settled, we can’t
release any of the numbers,”
Morrison said. “We're doing
this to be able to maintain our
schedule.”

Councilman Ken Glasson
made the motion to condemn
the property, which councilap-

+ proved unanimously.“We can-
| not come to terms with them,”

!

Glasson said in an interview af-
ter the vote. However, Glasson
said he is optimistic that nego-
tiations will continue between
the town, CVS and NBSC.

In 2007, Town Council voted

i tocondemn land at Shem Creek

for a park. However, it later
came to terms with the own-
ers of the property, which it

- purchased for $6 million.

Mayor Billy Swails was ab-
sent from the council meeting
because of an illness, a staffer

said. ' _!'

Acting Mayor Paul Gawrych
said, “We're definitely going to
build the road. It's coming here
and we’re gomg to acqulre the
propertles

| It wasn't clear if representa- | &
! tives of the bank and the phar-

macy were at the meeting.

The town received $44.4 mil-
lion from the state Transpor-
tation Infrastructure Bank to
build the project.

Hungryneck Boulevard is a
new alternate route that paral-
lels U.S. 17 and is intended to |
helprelieve trafficsnarls. Itruns |
from the interchange where the
landis being condemned north
to Six-Mile Road.

U.S. 17, also known as ]ohn-

i nie Dodds Boulevard, is bemg '

widened from four lanes to six |

lanes in a Charleston County- |

run $70 million RoadWise |
project funded through the
! half-cent sales tax. The work |
. involves 3.5 miles of the bou-
levard from the Arthur Ravenel
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‘Mount Pleasant Town Council
votes to condemn 2 properties

(ouncll condemns land

Mount Pleasant Town Coundil voted unanimousty Tuesday to condemn properties where
CVS/pharmacy and the National Bank of South Carolina are located. Council said it has
been negotiating with the owners of the land that it needs for a new $44 million

overpass and interchange connecting -526 and Hungryneck Boulevard

‘Planned overpass V4
and interchange

Jr. Bridge to I-526 and Hungry-
neck Boulevard.

The morning after his victory
in November, Swails said that
his top priority was widen-
ing 2.5 miles of U.S. 17 from
the Isle of Palms connector to
S.C. Highway 41. The town has
$14 million for the project in
the bank, and work already
has begun.

Swails wants to continue the

e TV

U.S. 17 widening for another
2.5 miles from S.C. 4} to Dar-
rell Creek Trail. The $14 mil-
lion needed for that part of
the project is not yet in hand.
U.S. 17 often is stalled halfway
up the Ravenel Bridge as com-
muters make their way home.

Reach Prentiss Findlay at

937-5711 or pfindlay@postand
courier.com.

’ We have
the solution!

Bio-ldentical
Hormone Replacement Therapy

New Praduct For Men

As soen on the “Oprah” & “0Or. Phil" Shows.

FREE Consultation

Medicine Man Pharmacy, LLC

843-871-6944, ext. 1 or 1-800-327-3310 ext 1
404 0id Trolley Road, Summaerville

R55-2341438
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PRIME RIB

10 oz. Prime Rib
Baked Potato
Seasonal Veggies
Rolls & Butter
You get it all!
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¥ Tommy Condon’s |

IRISH PUB & SEAFOOD RESTAURANT |
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